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Source: Gartner, July 2008

Magic Quadrant for 

Application Delivery 

Products, Jul. 2008

• “F5 offers the most feature-

rich AP ADC, combined with 

excellent performance and 

programmability via iRules 

and a broad product line.. ”

• Strong focus on applications, 

including long-term 

relationships with major 

application vendors, including 

Microsoft, Oracle and SAP

• Strong underlying platform 

that makes it easy to deploy 

basic services, and enables 

extensibility to add features

Our Actions Shape the Market 
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Application

Delivery

Network

F5 Networks Core Focus: 

Application Security, Acceleration, and Availability

Users

From What:
PC
Laptop
Home PC
PDA
Kiosk
Mobile

From Where:

LAN

Home

Branch / WAN

Road / WAN

Private Users

Public Users
From What:
PC
Laptop
Home PC
PDA
Kiosk
Mobile

From Who:

Customers

Partners

Suppliers

Consultants

HTTP /HTML, SIP, 

RTP, SRTP, RTCP, 

SMTP, FTP, SFTP, 

RTSP, SQL, CIFS, 

MAPI, IIOP, SOAP, 

XML etc…

Data Center

Microsoft

SAP

Oracle

IBM

BEA



4

The F5 Solution ApplicationsUsers

Mobile Phone

PDA

Laptop

Desktop

Co-location

F5’s Integrated Solution

CRM

Database

Siebel

BEA

Legacy

.NET

SAP

PeopleSoft

IBM

ERP

SFA

Custom
TMOS

Application Delivery Network
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iRules and iControl

Programmable Network Language

GUI-Based Application Profiles
Repeatable Policies

TMOS 

Fast Application Proxy

Programmable 

Application 

Network 

Complete Visibility 

and Control of 

Application Flows

Security Optimisation Delivery New Service

Universal Inspection Engine (UIE)

Client Side Server Side

Targeted and 

Adaptable 

Functions

Unified Application Infrastructure Services

The entire solution is built on top of the TMOS 

operating system that integrates all the tools
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Traffic Management Operating System

TMOS
Operating System

Shared Application Services

Compression
Selective Content Encryption
Advanced Client Authentication
Application Health Monitors
Application Switching

iRules
Rate Shaping / Rate Limiting
Resource Cloaking
Transaction Assurance
Universal Persistence
Caching

Shared Network Services

TCP Express
Protocol Sanitization
High Performance SSL
DoS and DDoS Protection
VLAN Segmentation 
Line Rate L2 Switching 
(Mirroring, Trunking, STP, LACP)

IP Packet Filtering
IPv6
Dynamic Routing
Secure Network Address Translation
Port Mapping
Common Management Framework 
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It’s About the Applications & Providing a 

Better Alternative

ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center
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Intelligent DNS
The Gateway to the Application

ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center

BIG-IP

Global

Traffic

Manager

Which is the best data centre to send request,
Based upon:
Capacity
Application availability
Network performance
User proximity
User Groups
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ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center

Link and WAN Optimization
The Conduit for Applications 

BIG-IP

Global

Traffic

Manager

BIG-IP

Link

Controller

WANJet

Which is the best ISP to use
for data transmission:

Automated
Inbound or Outbound
Transparent to users
Criteria based upon:
Cost
Capacity
QoS,  Etc

Performance Optimisation:
Fast cache
Compression
TCP express
OneConnect
ASIC
H/W design
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ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center

SSL VPN
The Secure Gateway to Applications

FirePass

BIG-IP

Global

Traffic

Manager

BIG-IP

Link

Controller

WANJet

Secure channel of communication
Offloading SSL from Applications
End point security checks
TCP Compression
Caching
Potential of 80% traffic reduction
Potential of 3x performance



11

ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center

Application Delivery Controller
Offloading the Application for Security, Availability and Optimization

BIG-IP

Global

Traffic

Manager

BIG-IP

Link

Controller

WANJet

FirePass

BIG-IP Local

Traffic

Manager

Web

Accelerator

Direct to correct application 
or server pool
Based upon:

Content
Application type
Most available
Best performing
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ApplicationsUsers

International
Data Center

Application Firewall
Securing the Application Transaction / Session

BIG-IP

Global

Traffic

Manager

BIG-IP

Link

Controller

WANJet

FirePass

BIG-IP Local

Traffic

Manager

Web

Accelerator

Application 

Security 

Manager

BIG-IP directs the appropriate content for a virtualized application and a clientªs session
to be managed by TrafficShield:
Positive security policies defined as to interaction
the client can have with the application.
This protects the application from prevent zero day attacks



13

Centralized Management

Integration with the Applications

ApplicationsUsers

BIG-IP 

Global 

Traffic 

Manager

International

Data Center

BIG-IP 

Link

Controller

WANJet

FirePass

BIG-IP Local

Traffic

Manager

Web

Accelerator

Application

Security 

Manager

Business Goal: Achieve These Objectives in the Most 

Operationally Efficient Manner

Enterprise Manager

TMOS

iControl
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Application

Delivery

Network

Applications optimised by F5 
(Examples):

Secure Optimised Application Delivery
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Successful Partnership Strategy

Unique F5 and application 
vendor integration 

Application partner tested and 
documented solutions

F5 solutions in partner labs 
and demo centres

Cooperative support 
agreements

Technology Partners

iControl Partners
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Industry Recognition as ‘Best-in-Class’

SearchNetworking
Product of the Year!HOT PICK Top Rated

FirePass Awards

BIG-IP Awards

ñThe best remote access solution 

we've seen to date.ò 

ñIt trumps other SSL VPN offerings 

with its ease of use, industrial 

strength hardware platform and 

advanced security featuresé" 

GOLD AWARD     Enterprise 

VPN Solution

ñé FirePass stands out because it 

offers full network access support to 

any IP application across multiple 

platforms.ò

Excellent – Score of 9.0

ñSets a new standard for ease of 

use in setup and configuration, and 

for the wide array of client OSôs and 

browsers supported.ò

SearchNetworking
Product of the Year!

GOLD AWARD     Network 

Mgmt. Tools

ñéWith this step, F5 has moved 

beyond content switching and load 

balancing to wide-ranging 

application acceleration.éò

Highest Score, 4.6 out of 5

ñWhen our tests were completed, 

F5's device emerged at the head of 

the pack and took our Editor's 

Choice awardò

Excellent Manageability

Highly configurable via TCL-based 

iRules; outstanding graphical 

interface; good support site and 

knowledgeable user community.

http://informationsecurity.techtarget.com/magHome/
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Source: Gartner, July 2008

Magic Quadrant for Application Delivery 

Products, Jul. 2008

1. The Big-IP Product Family is so feature-rich that it can 

be intimidating to some customers, and F5's highly 

extensible platform requires a highly skilled staff to get 

the most out of the product. 

2. F5 must improve its marketing to differentiate itself 

from the competition, and to drive greater use of its 

advanced features among its installed base. 

3. F5's advanced features are attractive, but licensing 

options create an expensive solution. 

4. F5 must deliver a competitive response to rivals that 

offer a "pay as you grow" strategy for entry-level 

systems.

Our Actions Shape the Market 
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The straight quick answer:

Unifies traffic management, web application firewall security, and application 

acceleration 

First one rack unit (1U) F5 platform that supports multiple product modules 

(future)

Consolidates application delivery infrastructure and reduces power, space, 

and cooling

Quad-core processor architecture provides the performance needed to 

support a unified, resource-efficient application delivery solution

Comes standard with Fast Cache, IPv6, Rate Shaping, SSL Offload, and 

Compression

F5 Launches BIG-IP 3900 Platform 

for Mid-Sized Enterprises 

http://www.f5.com/pdf/products/big-ip-platforms-ds.pdf
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F5 Customers in EMEA (1 of 2)
Banking,

Financial

Telco, Service

Providers, Mobile

Insurance,

Investments
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F5 Customers in EMEA (2 of 2)
Governm.,

Other

Health,

Consumer

Manufact.,

Energy

Transport,

Travel

Media, Technology,

Online

E:/../../../
E:/../../../
E:/../../
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Superior Real-World Performance

1/3 Reduction in Servers

1/3 Reduction in Licenses

1/3 Reduction in 

Management Time

114.8
Million

5
Million

95% Fewer Connections

1.87
Terabyte

621
Gigabytes

66% 
Reduction in 

Bandwidth

3 
Seconds

1 
Seconds

200% FasterEnd-to-End

Page Load 

Time

350 Million Page Hits in 1 Week

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
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BIG-IP V9 Feature Eye Chart

AVAILABLE
Â Comprehensive Load 

Balancing

Â Advanced Application 

Switching

Â Customized Health 

Monitoring

Â Intelligent Network Address 

Translation

Â Intelligent Port Mirroring

Â Universal Persistence

Â Response Error Handling 

Â Session / Flow Switching

Â IPv6 Gateway 

Â Advanced Routing

FAST
Â SSL Acceleration

Â Quality of Service

Â Connection Pooling

Â Intelligent Compression

Â L7 Rate Shaping

Â Content Spooling

Â Content Buffering

Â TCP Optimization

Â Stack Brokering

Â Content Transformation

Â Fast Caching

SECURE
Â DoS and SYN Flood Protection

Â Network Address / Port 

Translation 

Â Application Attack Filtering

Â Certificate Management

Â Resource Cloaking 

Â Advanced Client 

Authentication

Â Firewall - Packet Filtering

Â Selective Content Encryption

Â Cookie Encryption

Â Content Protection

Â Protocol Sanitization

Â Application Security Module

Software add-on modules
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10 
Gbps

Platform

BIG-IP Platform Line-up

8400 / 8800

3400

1500

Emerging ADC

Converged ADC
4 

Gbps

Platforms

6800

6400

1 
Gbps

Platforms

Application 

Switching
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Perf. Targets:
Å10G L4

Å2G L7

Å2G SSL

Å2G Compression

BIG-IP 8400

Perf. Targets:
Å10G L4

Å6G L7

Å6G SSL

Å6G Compression

BIG-IP 

8800

Perf. Targets:
> 30G L4

> 24G L7

> 24G SSL

> 24G Compression

Viprion

Platform Roadmap 
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Viprion Performance: SSL TPS

200,000+ !!

20.000 22.000
31.000

48.000

0

50.000

100.000

150.000

6800 8400 8400 CMP 8800 CMP Viprion
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F5 Steps to the Data Center

1997

Web Client

Web Server

Web Client Web Client

Web Server Web Server

Web Server Virtualization
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1997

Web Client

Web Server

Web Client Web Client

Application Server Virtualization

Web Server Web Server

App. Server App. Server App. Server

Web Server Virtualization

2004

F5 Steps to the Data Center
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1997

Storage

Web Client

Web Server

Web Client Web Client

Application Server Virtualization

Web Server Web Server

App. Server App. Server App. Server

Storage Virtualization

Storage

Web Server Virtualization

Storage

2004

2007

F5 Steps to the Data Center
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What is Acopia?

Decouples user / application access to 

files from their physical location 

– Global namespace: simple, logical 

access to heterogeneous file systems

– Masks changes to physical storage 

devices

Automates storage management:

– Non-Disruptive Data Migration: move 

data between heterogeneous devices 

non-disruptively 

– Automated Storage Tiering: place data 

on the appropriate tier seamlessly

– Dynamic Load balancing: balance 

demand across devices dynamically

– Efficient Data Replication: replicate 

files between heterogeneous devices
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